
1 in every 100 newborns are born with congenital 
heart disease, making it the most common birth  
defect. That means every 15 minutes a new CHD  
story begins, altering the course of a family’s life in 
unpredictable ways for a lifetime.

At Conquering CHD, we exist to conquer the most 
common birth defect. We engage, listen, learn, and 
act. We create visibility and empower all impacted by 
congenital heart disease. We accomplish this through 
awareness, knowledge, community, and research.

CONQUERING CHD 
2020 IMPACT REPORT

Almost 12,000  
volunteer hours

128 advocates representing 
28 states gathered in  

Washington D.C. 

Reached  

13.5 MILLION  
people in 2020

15 state chapters in 2020

3348 Distributed Care bags  
(including 136 Spanish care bags)

288 attendees at the  
Transparency Summit



Advocacy
Conquering CHD was the last group of advocates on Capitol Hill in March.  
We spoke up for increased CHD research funding, just before COVID-19 
changed the world.

Patient Information Access 
Designed by patients and families for patients and families, Hospital Navigator 
breaks down surgical outcomes to help patients find the best care team.
 
Research 
Responding to community concerns, we began a long-term research project 
powered by data submitted directly from patients and families. InformCHD will 
gather, analyze, and disseminate pertinent information regarding COVID-19 
and CHD.

Knowledge 
CHD Wise, a virtual education series for patients and families, launched in 
2020, aiming to answer the questions we receive most. Interactive webinars on 
breastfeeding hospitalized infants, reproductive health, and school during a 
pandemic were just a handful of topics addressed.

Collaboration
Scientific expertise of 27 medical advisors, combined with the lived experience of 
patients and families, collaboratively informed the development of each quality 
program and resource we provide.

Lifespan
Support for teens and adults living with CHD continues to grow. Our virtual 
support group tripled in attendance in 2020, with efforts to create awareness 
campaigns and additional resources in 2021.

Community
Determined to continue giving valuable resources to patients and families, 
volunteers across the country creatively transitioned in-person events to virtual 
webinars; wore masks and held socially-distanced parking lot support meetings; 
partnered with local heart centers to ensure patients and families had their 
needs met.

“The weekly Friday night chats provided by Conquering 
CHD have provided a great outlet.... One of the few things 
I can always rely on is the support and encouragement I 
have shared with my CHD friends.” 

—Scott Salvaggio, Adult with CHD

2020 HIGHLIGHTS



GENEROSITY 
Many thanks to our generous donors including hospitals, corporations, and  
individuals. You provided the financial support needed to reach the CHD  
community. Supporters like you participated in Heart & Sole 5k, Light Up the 
Night, and virtual fundraisers in Orlando and Milwaukee.

Donations and 
Contributions

$399,487.58

Sponsorship
$127,926.93

State Chapter  
Contributions

$70,497.49

Event  
Registration

$39,152.50

Product Sales
$18,507.86

Other
$1,571.07

Patient / Family  
Education and Support

$126,197.73

Public Policy 
Education

$165,284.71

Transparency and 
Public Reporting

$122,396.06
Fundraising
$129,888.15

Merchandise 
Expenses
$22,104.41

State Chapter 
Growth and 

Development
$104,595.56

Administration 
and Management

$110,335.57

Marketing
$43,464.51

Revenue Expenses

OUR DIVERSITY 
COMMITMENT
Healthcare disparities are a serious 
public health issue and mean life or 
death for many patients with CHD. 
There is much work to be done in 
addressing these inequities, and the 
work starts with us.

The Summit on Transparency and 
Public Reporting featured a session 
on health disparities in CHD. The 
success of the panel in 2020 led to 
planning for a larger health dis-
parities conference and awareness 
campaign in 2021.

“The Conquering CHD community rallies to help any way 
they can and ensures you never feel alone. Having a  
beautiful group of people who understand all the hardship, 
pain, struggle and uncertainty that a CHD diagnosis carries 
to support and uplift you is invaluable.

— The Harpers, Family of Heart Warrior Declan 

FINANCIALS



WAYS TO SUPPORT 
Learn

conqueringchd.org
Donate 

Every dollar makes a  
difference in the lives of  

patients and families

Follow & Engage
@conqueringchd

A NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
2020 was a year of changes. We changed our name from Pediatric  
Congenital Heart Association (PCHA) to Conquering CHD to better reflect the 
patients and families we serve.  

What we didn’t know was the importance of this as we identified the need for ad-
ditional voices that are not represented. Health disparities are real and without 
continued advocacy for equity, these will persist, and patients will not receive 
the care they deserve. We continue to support those from diagnosis, through 
medical interventions, through transition and into adult care with local support, 
education materials, care bags and advocating for transparent outcomes to 
serve all. Your support, now and in the future, is vital to providing these  
resources as we are Conquering CHD together. 

Thank you, 
David Kasnic, Executive Director 
Heart Dad to Piper, 17 


